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INTRODUCTION 
 

Ancient Aliens on the History Channel 

 
For the last three years the History Channel has televised a 

program called Ancient Aliens.1 The one-hour program features 
interviews with scientists, authors, and archaeologists. The 
ancient alien theory posits that extraterrestrials with superior 
knowledge of science and engineering landed on earth thousands 
of years ago, taught early man about technology, and influenced 
ancient religions. Erich von Daniken2 made the ancient alien 
theory popular in his best-selling book Chariots of the Gods3 
published in 1968. Giorgio Tsoukalos is the consulting producer 
of History Channel’s Ancient Aliens and one of its featured 
commentators in all three seasons. He is head of the Center for 
Ancient Astronaut Research as well as the publisher of Legendary 
Times magazine.  

 
 

                                                 
1  This article was originally written for and delivered as a Faculty 

Forum paper at Baptist Bible seminary on January 30, 2012.   
 
2 Erich von Daniken is a Swiss author who is best known for his 

controversial claims that extraterrestrials have influenced early human 
civilization. He is co-founder of the Archaeology, Astronautics and SETI 
Research Association (AASRA) and designed the theme park Mystery 
Park in Interlaken, Switzerland. His 31 books have been translated into 
20 languages and have sold over 68 million copies.  

 
3 Erich von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods (New York: Berkley Books, 

1999). 
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Evidence for Ancient Aliens? 

 
Ancient alien theorists believe that life exists on other planets 

and that humans and extraterrestrials have crossed paths before. 
They point to two types of evidence to support their ideas. First, 
they point to ancient religious texts in which humans witness and 
interact with gods or other heavenly beings who descend from 
the sky (sometimes in spaceships) and who possess spectacular 
powers. Second, they point to huge stone structures such as 
Stonehenge, the ruins at Puma Punku, and the pyramids of Giza 
in Egypt and argue that early Stone Age man did not have the 
technology or ability to build these wonders of the world. 
 

The Mission of Ancient Aliens 
 

Why did the ancient aliens come to earth?  The Ancient Aliens 
program gives the following reasons:  

 
If ancient aliens visited earth, what was their mission, and is there 
evidence that points to when they will return?  Ancient Sumerian 
tablets describe an alien race, known as the Anunnaki, who come to 
earth to mine for gold. Egyptian hieroglyphs depict hybrid 
creatures that were part man, part animal. Mysterious crop circles 
and unexplainable crystal skulls are thought to contain messages 
that man has yet to decipher. Strange evidence may exist in multiple 
cultures throughout history suggesting that aliens came here to 
explore, excavate raw materials, experiment on human beings and 
even for pure conquest.4  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                 
4 Ancient Aliens episode “The Mission” was shown on the History 

Channel on 4 May 2010.  
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IS THERE EVIDENCE FOR 
ANCIENT ALIENS FROM MYTHS  

AND LEGENDS? 
 

Atrahasis 

 
Atrahasis is an Akkadian polytheistic account of creation and 

flood.5 Atrahasis  begins with the powerful gods (Anunnaki) 
forcing the lower gods (the Igigi gods) to do all the work. The 
lower gods revolted and marched on the house of the god Enlil 
and demanded that they be relieved of digging the rivers and 
canals. The Anunnaki decided to create man as a result. In 
Atrahasis, humans are made from clay mixed with blood and 
flesh from a slaughtered god.6 

In his book There Were Giants Upon the Earth Zecharia 
Sitchin7 argues that the Anunnaki were space travelers and 
interplanetary settlers who came from the planet Nibiru to earth 
in need of gold. Sitchin equates the Anunnaki of Atrahasis with 
Elohim in Genesis. Sitchin translates Elohim as gods who said, Let 
us make man in our image. He claims that the Annunaki then 
made the Adam in their image.8  

 
 

                                                 
5 Atrahasis was written in cuneiform script and it was found in 

Sippar. It is currently located in the British museum (room 56). See 
Clyde Fant and Mitchell Reddish, Lost Treasures of the Bible (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 12. 

 
6 Bill Arnold and Bryan Beyer, eds., Readings From The Ancient Near 

East (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002), 21-30. 
 
7 Zecharia Sitchin was born in the Soviet Union and raised in Israel. 

He spent sixty years researching and translating Sumerian cuneiform 
tablets and other ancient texts and has written many books promoting 
the ancient alien theory. 

 
8 Zecharia Sitchin, There Were Giants Upon The Earth (Rochester, 

VT: Bear & Company, 2010), 2. 
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Sitchin writes, 
 
For more than thirty years now, since the publication of The 12th 
Planet, I have done my best to show that there is no conflict 
between Bible and Science, Faith and Knowledge. The Link is 
missing I said, because someone jumped the gun on Evolution and 
used sophisticated genetic engineering to upgrade a Homo erectus 
or Homo ergaster (as some prefer to call his African cousin) by 
mixing his genes with their advanced genes. That someone was the 
biblical Elohim (whom the Sumerian called Anunnaki)_ who came 
to Earth from their planet Nibiru, fashioned the Adam, then took the 
Daughters of Man as wives. That was possible, I explained, because 
life on their planet and on our planet is based on the same DNA. … 
But through the grace of Fate and the professionalism of dedicated 
archaeologists, such evidence—a physical body of an Anunnaki—
does exist. It is the skeletal remains of Nin.Puabi.9 
 
In Genesis Moses explains how God created man in his 

image:10 “So God created man in his image, in the image of God he 
created him, male and female He created them” (Gen 1:26). The 
word for God in this verse is Elohim. Elohim is a plural word, but 
it is used with the singular verb created.  The Hebrew text uses 
the singular pronoun “his” and not the plural pronoun “their.”  
Elohim refers to the one Creator God and not to a plurality of gods 
(aliens) as Sitchin asserts. 
 

Gilgamesh Epic 

 
The Akkadian version of the Epic of Gilgamesh was 

discovered by Austen Henry Layard in the library of 
Ashurbanipal in Nineveh in 1849. The epic was found on  twelve  

 

                                                 
9 Ibid., 343-44.  
  
10 For more information on what Genesis teaches about the creation 

of man and my critique of ancient Babylonian and Egyptian myths about 
man’s creation see my article: Gary Gromacki, “Adam: Man or Myth?” in 
The Journal of Ministry and Theology 15, no. 1  (Spring 2011): 24-67. 
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Akkadian tablets. The first modern translation was published in 
the early 1870s by George Smith. The discovery created quite a 
stir among Bible scholars because of the similarities between the 
Gilgamesh Epic and the Genesis Flood narrative (Genesis 6-9).  

Gilgamesh was a ruler of the dynasty of Uruk. He was the son 
of the goddess Ninsun and an unknown man. Gilgamesh was two-
thirds god and one-third man. The first ten tablets describe the 
adventures of Gilgamesh and his close friend Enkidu.  

Erich von Daniken gives his interpretation of the ten tablets 
in his book Chariots of the Gods:  

 
The first clay tablet relates that the victorious hero Gilgamesh built 
the wall around Uruk. We read that the god of heaven lived in a 
stately home which contained grainaries and that guards stood on 
the town walls. We learn that Gilgamesh was a mixture of god and 
man—two- thirds god, one-third man. Pilgrims who came to Uruk 
gazed up at him in fear and trembling because they had never seen 
his like for beauty and strength. In other words, the beginning of the 
narrative contains the idea of interbreeding between god and man 
yet again.  
The second tablet tells us that another figure Enkidu was created 
by the goddess of heaven, Aruru. Enkidu is described in great detail. 
His whole body was covered with hair; he wore skins, ate grass in 
the fields, and drank at the same watering place as the cattle.  
The third tablet goes on to tell us about a cloud of dust which came 
from the distance. The heavens roared, the earth quaked, and finally 
the sun god came and seized Enkidu with mighty wings and claws. 
We read in astonishment that he lay like lead on Enkidu’s body and 
that the weight of his body seemed to him like the weight of a 
boulder. Even if we grant the old storytellers a fertile imagination 
and discount the additions made by translators and copyists, the 
incredible thing about the account still remains: How could the old 
chroniclers have known that the weight of the body becomes as 
heavy as lead at a certain acceleration?  Nowadays we know all 
about the forces of gravity and acceleration. When an astronaut is 
pressed back into his seat by a force of several G’s at takeoff, it has 
all been calculated in advance. But how did this idea occur to the 
old chroniclers? 
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The fifth tablet narrates how Gilgamesh and Enkidu set out to visit 
the abode of the gods together. The tower in which the goddess 
Irninis lived could be seen gleaming in the distance long before they 
reached it. The arrows and missiles which the cautious wanderers 
rained on the guards rebounded harmlessly. And as they reached 
the precinct of the gods, a voice roared at them, “Turn back. No 
mortal comes to the holy mountain where the gods dwell; he who 
looks the gods in the face must die.”  “Thou canst not see my face, 
for there shall no man see me and live,” it says in Exodus … .  
On the seventh tablet is the first eyewitness account of a space trip 
told by Enkidu. He flew for four hours held to the brazen talons of 
an eagle. This is how his story goes literally: He said to me, “Look 
down at the land. What does it look like? Look at the sea. How does 
it seem to you?  And the land was like a mountain and the sea was 
like a lake. And again he flew for four hours and said to me. Look 
down at the land. What does it look like?  Look at the sea. How does 
it seem to you? And the earth was like a garden and the sea like the 
water channel of a gardener. And he flew higher yet another four 
hours and spoke: Look down at the land. What does it look like?  
Look at the sea?  How does it seem to you?  And the land looked like 
porridge and the sea like a water trough.”  In this case some living 
creature must have seen the earth from a great height. The account 
is too accurate to have been the product of pure imagination. Who 
could have possibly said that the land looks like porridge and the 
sea like a water trough if some conception of the globe from above 
had not existed. Because the earth actually does look like a jigsaw 
puzzle of porridge and water troughs from a great height.11  

 
In the eleventh tablet Gilgamesh meets Utnapishtim who has 

been called the Babylonian Noah. After Enkidu died, Gilgamesh 
was filled with grief. He roamed the earth and crossed the waters 
of death in a boat looking for immortality. Beyond the waters of 
death Gilgamesh encountered Utnapishtim (also called 
Atrahasis) who told him the story of the great flood. According to 
Utnapishtim the god Ea warned him that a flood was coming and 
that he should build a boat. The boat should be  

 

                                                 
11 Von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods, 56-59. 
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120 cubits square, seven stories high, covered with bitumen, and 
loaded with food, gold, silver, his family, craftsmen, and animals. 
The storm lasted six days and six nights. When the boat finally 
grounded on a mountain, a dove was sent out, then a swallow, 
and finally a raven. When Utnapishtim came out of the ark, he 
offered sacrifices, around which the gods flocked like flies.12 

There are many similarities between the Gilgamesh Epic and 
the Genesis Flood. In each account the flood was divinely 
planned. Utnapishtim is the tenth antediluvian king, while Noah 
is the tenth patriarch from Adam. In each account the hero 
receives a divine warning about a coming flood. In each account 
the family of the hero is saved. In each account animals of every 
kind are taken on board the boat. In each account the boat had 
decks and was sealed with bitumen. In each account the flood 
came because of rain falling on the earth. In each account people 
perish outside the boat. In each account birds (dove and raven) 
are sent out of the boat. In each account the boat is grounded on 
a mountain. In each account a sacrifice is offered by the hero after 
coming out of the boat. 

Erich von Daniken writes, “If we work on the hypothesis that 
the Epic of Gilgamesh came to Egypt from the Sumerians by way 
of the Assyrians and Babylonians, and that the young Moses 
found it there and adapted it to his own ends, then the Sumerian 
story of the flood, and not the biblical one would be the genuine 
account.”13   

While it is true that the Gilgamesh Epic is probably older than 
Genesis, that does not mean that it is more accurate or historical 
account than Genesis. It also does not mean that Moses borrowed 
from the Gilgamesh Epic. The similarities of the two accounts 
show that the global flood was an historical event. But the 
differences show that Moses did not borrow from this account 
but under the inspiration of the Spirit wrote a true, historical 
account of the global flood (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:19-21). 

 

                                                 
12 Arnold and Beyer, Readings from the Ancient Near East, 66-70. 
 
13 Von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods, 62. 
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There are also several significant differences between 
Genesis and the Gilgamesh Epic. Genesis indicates that God sent 
the global flood because of violence on the earth (Gen 6:13). In 
the Gilgamesh epic no moral cause is given for the flood. The gods 
capriciously decided to destroy all people. 

The Bible depicts God as sovereign in control of the global 
flood (cf. Ps 29). In the Gilgamesh Epic there are many gods and 
they are not in control as evidenced by the statement, “…the gods 
were terror stricken at the deluge” (XI.113).  

In Genesis the ark of Noah had three decks (Gen 6:16), while 
in the Gilgamesh Epic the boat had seven decks (XI, 60-61). The 
ark of Genesis is shaped like a barge (Gen 6:15) while the boat in 
the Gilgamesh Epic is shaped like a cube (“its width and its length 
shall be equal”) (XI.30). 

In Genesis it rained 40 days and 40 nights and Noah and his 
family were on the ark for 371 days. In the Gilgamesh Epic the 
flood lasted seven days (XI.127-130 = “Six days and six nights the 
wind blew, the downpour, the tempest and the flood 
overwhelmed the land. When the seventh day arrived, the 
tempest, the flood, which had fought like an army, subsided in its 
onslaught.”).   

In Genesis Noah sent out a raven and then a dove (Gen 8:7-8). 
In the Gilgamesh Epic Utnapishtim sent a dove, then a swallow, 
and finally a raven (XI.145-153). In Genesis after the flood Noah 
offered a sacrifice that pleased the Lord (Gen 8:21). The 
Gilgamesh Epic indicates that Utnapishtim offered a sacrifice as 
well, and “The gods smelled the savor, the gods gathered like flies 
around the sacrifice.”  In the Gilgamesh epic the gods crowded 
around because they had not eaten any food for a period of time 
and they were starved.  
 

Greek Mythology 

 
The Theogony (“birth of the gods”) is a poem by Hesiod (8th-

7th century BC) describing the origins and genealogies of the gods 
of the ancient Greeks. Hesiod’s Theogony is a synthesis of a 
variety of local Greek traditions concerning the gods organized as 
a narrative that tells how they came to be and how they 
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established control over the cosmos. It is the first Greek mythical 
cosmogony. The Theogony tells the story of the battle of the 
Titans. Ancient alien theorists believe that the gods of Greek 
mythology were in reality ancient aliens who fought against one 
another.14  

How did the battle of the Titans come about?  The Greek god 
Cronus married the Titaness Rhea. From their union came 
Demeter, Hestia, Hades, and Poseidon. Fearing that one of his 
descendants would dethrone him, Cronus swallowed each of his 
children as soon as they were born. Rhea found this situation 
more than she could bear, so she consulted Uranus and Ge before 
she gave birth to Zeus. When Zeus was born, she concealed Zeus 
in a cave on Crete, giving Cronus a stone wrapped in swaddling 
clothes to swallow. The baby Zeus was nurtured on the milk of 
the goat Amaltheia. Today the Greek expression for the 
cornucopia (horn of plenty) is still the horn of Amaltheia. When 
Zeus grew up, he encountered his father Cronus. He used a potion 
to force Cronus to disgorge all the children in his belly along with 
the stone he had swallowed instead of Zeus. Zeus took the stone 
to the Oracle at Delphi and set it up as an eternal symbol of his 
superiority. The children of Cronus decided they wanted to 
punish their father and rallied around the leadership of Zeus to 
wage war on Cronus. Cronus took as his allies the majority of his 
brothers the Titans, and so the famous battle of the Titans was 
fought against the future gods of Olympus. Oceanus (the father of 
all things) and his daughter Styx, her children Kratos (Power), Bia 
(Violence), Zelus (Zeal), Nike (Victory), and Prometheus took the 
side of the gods of Olympus. Ge (the mother of the Titans) aided 
the gods of Olympus by prophesying that they would be 
victorious only if they liberated the Cyclops and the Hundred 
Handed Ones, whom Cronus had imprisoned in Tartarus. Zeus 
liberated them and they played a decisive role in his victory. 
Cyclops gave Zeus his thunderbolt; Poseidon, his trident; and 
Hades, the “hat of darkness,” a dog skin helmet which made him 
invisible. The Titans made their camp on Mt. Orthrys, while the 
gods led by  

                                                 
14 Ancient Aliens episode “Aliens, Gods and Heroes” shown on the 

History Channel on 17 November 2011. 
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Zeus made their camp on Mt. Olympus. The war lasted 10 years. 
Hades (made invisible by his helmet) crept up on Cronus and 
stole his weapons. While Poseidon menaced Cronus with his 
trident, Zeus finished him off with his thunderbolt. The Hundred 
Handed Ones bombarded the other Titans with rocks. A sudden 
yell from the god Pan made them turn on their heels and run 
(“panic”). The Titans who survived the war were imprisoned in 
Tartarus, where the Hundred Handed Ones stood guard over 
them. The victorious Olympian gods ascended into the sky.15 

Sitchin believes that the actions of Alexander the Great were 
affected by his belief that he was a son of the gods. Alexander the 
Great believed that his father was the Egyptian god Amon. 
Alexander then was a demigod. Alexander went to Delphi, a 
sacred site in southern Greece to consult the oracle. At Delphi in 
the temple to the god Apollo the legendary priestess (the Sibyl) 
would go into a trace and speaking for the god would answer the 
visitor’s question. Alexander went to Siwa in Egypt to a temple 
dedicated the Egyptian god Amon whom the Greeks considered 
to be the Egyptian “Zeus.” The secret revealed to Alexander was 
that his true father (Amon) was the god Marduk in Babylon. As a 
result of finding this information out Alexander set out for 
Babylon with the Greek army. Alexander’s Greek army defeated 
the Persians, and he marched on to Babylon and reached the city 
in 331 BC. Alexander the Great rode through its magnificent 
Ishtar Gate (now in Berlin’s Museum of Ancient Near East) But 
Alexander found the god lying dead in a golden coffin--his body 
immersed in special oils for preservation. Alexander was 
determined to make Babylon the capital of his new empire. But 
on June 10, 323 BC, Alexander died of a fever.16  

 
 
 

                                                 
15 Maria Mavromataki, Greek Mythology and Religion: Cosmogony, 

the Gods, Religious Customs, the Heroes (Athens, Greece: Editions 
Haitalis, 1997), 8-9. 

 
16 Sitchin, There Were Giants Upon The Earth, 4-18. 
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Sitchin argues,  
 
For reasons that defy understanding, it is the norm in scholarly 
circles to classify the records of ancient civilizations thus: If the 
ancient tale or text deals with kings, it is considered part of Royal 
Annals. If it deals with heroic personalities, it is an epic. But if the 
subject is gods, it is classified as Myth; for who in his right scientific 
mind would believe as the ancient Greeks (or Egyptians or 
Babylonians) did, that the gods were actual beings—omnipotent, 
sky roaming, engaged in battles, scheming trials and tribulations for 
heroes—and even fathering those heroes by having sex with human 
females. So it is ironic that the saga of Alexander the Great is treated 
as historical fact.17 

 
Sanskrit Texts from India 

 
Many Sanskrit texts written in India dating back to 6000 BC 

contain references to mythical flying machines called vimanas. 
Hindu scripture describes an enormous flying creature called a 
Garuda that shook the ground when it landed on earth. Ancient 
alien theorists think that this supposed creature may have been 
a misinterpreted alien spacecraft.18 
 

Chinese Legends 

 
Chinese legends tell of the Han leader Huangdi arriving on 

earth on a flying yellow dragon. Ancient alien theorists believe 
that this dragon may have been a spacecraft.19 

 
 
 

 

                                                 
17 Zecharia Sitchen, There Were Giants Upon the Earth, 14-15. 
 
18 Ancient Aliens episode “The Evidence” shown on the History 

Channel on 27 April 2010. 
 
19 Ancient Aliens episode “The Visitors” shown on the History 

Channel on 27 April 2010. 
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American Indian Legends 

 
The Hopi and Zuni people celebrate Kachinas, gods from the 

sky, whose headdresses and costumes appear to represent 
modern helmets and protective clothing. Giorgio Tsoukalos, 
Director for Ancient Astronaut Research and publisher of 
Legendary Times Magazine argues,  

 
For example, Native Americans still today refer to a train as a fire 
horse, a throwback to a time when they did not have the word train 
in their vocabulary. The same applies to the things and events our 
ancestors wrote down. They had no way of calling a flying object by 
the words aircraft or plane so they did the next best thing. They 
described it with objects with which they were most familiar in 
their everyday lives. Misunderstood technology. So if there are 
detailed, intricate descriptions of beings that descended from the 
sky on flying shields or fiery chariots and taught ancient humanity 
in various academic disciplines in the remote past, then we must 
start to explore these accounts from another perspective.20  

 

IS THERE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE  
FOR ANCIENT ALIENS? 

 
Ancient alien theorists argue that huge stone constructions 

like the Temple at Baalbek, the pyramids of Giza in Egypt, 
Stonehenge in England, the Moai of Easter Island, and the stone 
ruins of Puma Punku could not have been built by Stone Age man. 
The technical engineering precision seems to indicate that 
ancient aliens must have done the work themselves or taught 
ancient man technological skills and gave them tools to use to 
construct these great structures. The stones from these 
structures have been cut with such precision that it appears that 
machine tools were used to cut them. Where did these tools come 
from?  How were these huge blocks of stone put into place?  
Ancient man was too primitive. Therefore, ancient aliens  

                                                 
20 In the foreword of the book by Eric von Daniken, Twilight of the 

Gods (Pampton Plains, NJ: New Page Books), 12. 
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did it or gave ancient man technology (that we do not possess) to 
do it. 

 
Temple at Baalbek, Lebanon 

 
The temple of Baalbek is located about 50 miles northeast of 

Beirut, the capital of Lebanon. It was once the greatest Roman 
temple in the world. In Roman times the city of Baalbek was 
called Heliopolis, the city of the Sun. The platform below the 
Roman temple is one of the great enigmas of the ancient world as 
it holds stones that weigh hundreds of tons each. No one knows 
how they were transported.  

Philip Coppens writes, “The Russian scientist Matest Agrest 
in 1959 proposed that Baalbek was used as a launch platform for 
extraterrestrial spaceships. Indeed, until NASA moved the 
gigantic Saturn V rocket to its launch pad on a huge tracked 
vehicle, no one had transported such a weight as the stones of 
Baalbek.”21  
 

Pyramids of Giza in Egypt 

 
One of the big puzzles for secular archaeology has been the 

origin of the pyramids in Egypt. The pyramids at Giza were high 
quality structures when they were first built at the beginning of 
the kingdom of Egypt. How could the ancient Egyptians build the 
pyramids at Giza?   

Don Chittick writes,  
 
If the Great Pyramid was completed in about twenty years as 
Egyptologists generally claim, then some arithmetic will aid in 
grasping the magnitude of the logistical problems involved. The 
Great Pyramid is reliably estimated to consist of a total of 2.3 
million blocks of stone. Of that number, there were tens of 
thousands of stone blocks weighing 15 tons and upwards. The most 
massive stones, of which there were about 100 or more, weighed in 
excess of 70 tons. The average block weighed about 2.5  

                                                 
21 Philip Coppens, Ancient Alien Question, 106. 
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tons, and there were millions of them. If the pyramid was 
completed in twenty years and contains 2.3 million blocks, and the 
stonemasons worked ten hours a day, 365 days a year, it would 
require that 31 blocks per hour to be put in place. If, however, 
because of the agricultural layoff, only three months were allowed 
for working, that figure would rise to 128 blocks per hour. There 
would need to be a continual supply of blocks quarried, as well as 
moved from the quarry to the construction site. Even using the best 
modern equipment, the task would almost be an impossibility.”22 

 
Stonehenge in England 

 
Stonehenge is a composed of large standing stones in a circle. 

Archaeologists believe that Stonehenge was built from 3000 to 
2000 BC. The sarsens (name for the large stones) came from 
Marlborough Downs. How were the large stones transported?  
Did they load the stones on boats and then drag them overland?  
Did an Ice Age glacier move the stones?  Eric von Daniken 
believes that alien astronauts visited earth in the past and had a 
role in building Stonehenge.23 
 

The Moai of Easter Island 

 
Easter island is located 2350 miles off the coast of Chile. It is 

famous for its colossal statues called Moai. There are  887 giant 
stone heads that guard its coastline. The average height of each 
of the Moai is 13 feet high and the approximate weight is 14 tons. 
How could humans without sophisticated tools or knowledge of 
engineering make and transport these huge stone statues?   

 
 
 
 

                                                 
22 Donald Chittick, The Puzzle of Ancient Man, 3rd ed. (Newberg, OR: 

Creation Compass, 2006), 128-29. 
 
23 Von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods, 115. 
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Eric von Daniken writes,  
 
Even if people with lively imaginations have tried to picture the 
Egyptian pyramids being built by a vast army of workers using the 
heave-ho method, a similar method would have been impossible on 
Easter Island for lack of manpower. Even 2000 men working day 
and night would not be nearly enough to carve these colossal 
figures out of the steel hard volcanic stone with rudimentary 
tools—and at least a part of the population must have tilled the 
barren fields, gone fishing, woven cloth and made ropes. No, 2000 
men alone could not have made the gigantic statues. And a larger 
population is inconceivable on Easter Island. Then who did do the 
work?  And how did they manage it?  And why do the statues stand 
around the edge of the island and not in the interior?  What cult did 
they serve?24 

 
Pacal’s Sarcophagus 

 
Pacal the Great ruled over the Mayan city of Palenque, in what 

is now southern Mexico, during the seventh century AD. When he 
died, he was buried inside a pyramid called the Temple of 
Inscriptions. The intricately carved lid of his sarcophagus reflects 
Mayan art. Ancient alien theorists believe that Pacal is pictured 
in a spaceship during takeoff, with his hand on a control panel, 
his foot on a pedal, and an oxygen tube in his mouth. 

 
Erich von Daniken writes,  
 
In 1935 a stone relief that very probably represents the god 
Kukumatz (in Yucatan, Kukulkan) was found in Palenque (Old 
Kingdom). A genuinely unprejudiced look at this picture would 
make even the most die hard skeptic stop and think. There sits a 
human being, with the upper part of his body bent forward like a 
racing motorcyclist; today any child would identify his vehicle as a 
rocket. It is pointed at the front, then changes to strangely grooved 
indentations like inlet ports, widens out, and terminates at the tail 
in a darting flame. The crouching being himself is manipulating a 
number of indefinable controls and has the heel of his left foot on a  

                                                 
24 Ibid., 112. 
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kind of pedal. His clothing is appropriate: short trousers with a 
broad belt, a jacket with a modern Japanese opening at the neck, 
and a closely fitting bands at arms and legs. With our knowledge of 
similar structures, we should be surprised if the complicated 
headgear were missing. And there it is with the usual indentations 
and tubes and something like antennae on top. Our space traveler—
he is clearly depicted as one—is not only bent forward tensely; he 
is also looking intently at an apparatus hanging in front of his face. 
The astronaut’s front seat is separated by struts from the rear 
portion of the vehicle, in which symmetrically arranged boxes, 
circles, points and spirals can be seen.25 

 
Nazca Lines and Figures in Peru 

 
In a high plateau in Peru’s Nazca Desert, a series of parallel 

roads and ancient designs stretching more than 50 miles has 
baffled archaeologists for decades. Erich von Daniken believes 
that the lines were ancient runways for spaceships of aliens. 
Geometric shapes which include drawings of animals, birds, and 
humans, some measuring 600 feet across can also be seen and 
appreciated only when flying over them. There is no evidence 
that the Nazca people who lived in the area from 300 BC to AD 
800 invented flying machines.26  
 

Tiwanaku and Puma Puncu 

 
Tiwanaku and Pumu Puncu are located in the Andes 

mountains in Peru. Erich von Daniken calls Tiwanaku “a base 
camp for the gods.” He writes,  

 
What would you say if I told you there is a place 13,000 feet high up 
in the Andes that according to ancient Inca traditions, was built in a 
single night by the gods? A place where huge stone slabs lie strewn 
around like discarded playing cards on the floor?  Stone slabs that 
have been carefully cut and transported and yet about  

                                                 
25 Ibid., 122-23. 
 
26 Ibid., 20-22. 
 



40   The Journal of Ministry and Theology   

which the Spanish chroniclers—writing 400 years ago—said that 
no man could have moved?  A place where gigantic blocks of 
andesite were cut and worked with incredible precision and 
archaeologists expect us to believe that it was Stone Age men that 
did it?  A place in which a calendar was discovered that reaches 
back 15,000 years into the past?  A calendar that even shows the 
phases of the moon for every day and every hour! Let me tell you. 
This place really exists. It’s called Tiwanaku.27 
 

Coppins writes,  
 
Puma Puncu is one of the world’s most enigmatic sites. The stones 
are not only gigantic in size, but they also show chiseling that is so 
precise and intricate that it is beyond the means of ordinary tools, 
but required machinery on par with our most modern equipment. 
Even though we could reproduce some of the chiseling in the rocks, 
there are so many diverse shapes, channels, tubes and holes that it 
is not simple to ascertain their purpose.28 

 
One of the construction blocks at Puma Puncu is estimated to 

be 440 tons and others weigh between 100 and 150 tons each. 
There are a series of complex blocks (the so-called H letter type 
blocks) which have 80 surfaces each-rather than the normal six 
surfaces on a normal brick. The sides are smooth. They have the 
same diameter and are precisely parallel. The precise 
workmanship of the stones seems nearly impossible without 
some type of modern tools or machines. Diamond is a 10 on the 
Moh’s hardness scale for rocks and minerals. The tools used to 
cut the stones must have been made of diamond. Did ancient man 
use machine tools with diamonds to cut these stones?  Ancient 
alien theorists think that extraterrestrials with advanced 
technology cut the blocks of stone and moved them into place.29 
 

 

                                                 
27 Von Daniken, Twilight of the Gods, 25. 
 
28 Coppins,  Ancient Alien Question, 162. 
 
29 Ibid., 162-63. 
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The Mitchell-Hedges Crystal Skull 

 
Philip Coppens tells the story of the Mitchell-Hedges Crystal 

Skull. The crystal skull was made famous in the movie Indiana 
Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull. Philip Coppens shows 
a picture of the crystal skull in his book The Ancient Alien 
Question. He writes, 

 
The skull was named after its discoverer, the adventurer F. A. 
“Mike” Mithcell-Hedges, if we believe the official version of its find. 
The official version goes that the skull was found in the ruins of 
Lubantuun in Belize (then British Honduras) in 1924 during an 
archaeological survey of the sight. This “skull of doom” as Mitchell-
Hedges labeled it was no referenced until 1931, and the seven year 
gap has been used by skeptics to argue that the story of its discovery 
is a lie. In his autobiography Danger My Ally (1954), Mitchell-
Hedges stated that the Skull of Doom is made of pure rock crystal 
and according to scientists it must have taken 150 years, generation 
after generation working all the days of their lives, patiently 
rubbing down with sand an immense block of rock crystal until the 
perfect skull emerged. It is at least 3600 years old and according to 
legend was used by the High Priest of the Maya when performing 
esoteric rites. It is said that when he willed death with the help of 
the skull death invariably followed. It has been described as the 
embodiment of evil.30 
 

Coppens gives his evaluation of the skull:  
 
In the case of the Mitchell-Hedges skull and some others, it is clear 
they were not made by a technology we know and their origins have 
to found in a lost or unknown—if not alien—civilization. The 
evidence suggests that these skulls date back to the Mayan world, 
and that one or two may have come from Teotihuacan, the City of 
the Gods. Is it a coincidence that in Mayan creation mythology, there 
was a mystical skull said to be that of a god, and that this god—this 
mysterious skull---spoke to the Mayan people?31 

                                                 
30 Ibid., 132. 
 
31 Ibid., 139. 
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The Sumerian Kings List 

 
The Sumerian Kings List was discovered at Nippur during the 

excavations that started in 1890 by John Peters and resumed 
later by John Hayes (1893). The list contains the names of pre-
flood Sumerian kings. The list contains the line “after the flood 
had swept over, when the kingship was lowered from heaven, the 
kingship was in Kish.”  Sitchin argues that the long lives of the 
Sumerian kings were in reality ancient aliens who ruled the 
earth.32  

Here is the list of Sumerian Kings and the lengths of their 
reigns: 

 
Alulim of Eridu: 8 sars (28,800 years) 
Alalgar of Eridug: 10 sars (36,000 years) 
En-Men-Lu-Ana of Bad-Tibira: 12 sars (43,200 years) 
En-Men-Gal-Ana-of Bab-Tibira: 8 sars (28,000 years) 
Dumuzi of Bab-Tibira, the shepherd: 10 sars (36,000 years) 
En-Sipad-Zid-Ana of Larag: 8 sars (28,800 years) 
En-Men-Dur-Ana of Zimbir: 5 sars and 5 ners (21,000 years) 
Ubara-Tutu of Shuruppag: 5 sars and 1 ner (18,600 years) 
Zin-Suddu- the name is not present on all lists 
 
Genesis indicates that people who lived before the global 

flood of Noah lived for several centuries before they died. The list 
of names in the genealogy of Adam to Noah gives a list of humans 
(not aliens) who lived a long time before they died. The names in 
the genealogy of Genesis 5 were not kings. Adam lived to be 930 
years old and then he died (Gen 5:5). Seth died at the age of 912 
(Gen 5:6-8). Enosh died at the age of 905 (Gen 5:9-11). Kenan 
died at the age of 910 (Gen 5:12-14). Mahalalel died at the age of 
895 (Gen 5:15-17). Jared died at the age of 962 (Gen 5:18-20). 
Enoch lived 365 years and was taken to heaven and did not die 
(Gen 5:21-24). Methuselah lived was born in the year 687 (from 
creation). He lived to be 969 years before his 

                                                 
32 Zecharia Sitchin, “When Kingship Was Brought Down From 

Heaven” in There Were Giants Upon the Earth, 83-98. 
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death (Gen 5:25-27). Methuselah died just before the flood came 
in year 1656 from creation. Lamech lived 595 years and he died 
(Gen 5:28-31).  

What are we to make of the ages of these men before the 
flood?  Are these exaggerations or real ages? John Whitcomb 
writes,  

 
Since each named patriarch begat sons and daughters and the age 
of fathers at the birth of each is named son ranged from 65 to 500 
years before the Flood, the biblical record clearly implies that (1) 
antediluvians lived typically for centuries, (2) their procreative 
powers persisted also for centuries, and (3) through the combined 
effects of long lives and large families, the earth could have been 
filled with people by the time of the Flood (Gen.1:28; 6:1, 11, 13). 
This in turn implies that not many thousands of years elapsed 
between Creation and the Flood or between the Flood and the 
present.33    
 

Whitcomb also writes,  
 
The great ages of men before the Flood cannot be modified by 
assuming, for example, that years before the Flood were only one 
tenth as long as our years. This would indeed make Methuselah a 
reasonable 97 years old at death. But it would also make Mahalalel 
and Enoch fathers at the age of six. Obviously, the Scriptures expect 
these large numbers to be taken at face value. The famous Sumerian 
King List (c. 2000 B.C.) lists eight kings each of whom is said to have 
ruled for an average of 30,000 years before the Flood. “Then the 
Flood swept over the earth.” After the Flood, the reigns of kings are 
listed as being much lower. This must be a highly exaggerated oral 
tradition of the great longevity of pre-Flood men as correctly 
preserved in the inspired text of Genesis 5.34  

 

 
 

                                                 
33 John Whitcomb, The Early Earth (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986), 

136. 
 
34 Ibid., 138. 
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ARE ANCIENT ALIENS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE? 
 

Was Enoch Abducted by Aliens and Was  
Noah a Child of the Extraterrestrials? 

 
Erich von Daniken points to the Genesis Apocryphon of the 

Dead Sea Scrolls for evidence that Enoch was abducted by aliens 
and that Noah was a child of extraterrestrials.. He writes in a 
section entitled “Noah: a Child of the ETs”:  

 
Consequently Noah, the survivor of the Flood was not just anybody. 
Admittedly, his earthly father is given as Lamech, but Lamech never 
fathered his son. You can read about this in the Lamech scroll, one 
of the famous Dead Sea Scrolls. It tells how Lamech returned home 
one day from a long journey of several months. Upon entering his 
tent, he found a young boy who did not seem to be of his family. He 
had different eyes, a different hair color, and even a different skin 
color. Furious, Lamech confronted his wife, but she swore by all that 
is holy to her that she had not been unfaithful, neither with a soldier 
nor with one of the sons of God. Worried, Lamech set off to ask his 
father for advice. This worthy one was none other than Methuselah 
himself. He too was unable to help and turned to his own father for 
help, namely Lamech’s grandfather. This was Enoch, the seventh 
antediluvian prophet. Enoch said to his son Methuselah that he 
should tell Lamech to accept this strange child as if it were his own. 
The heavenly beings had laid their seed in the lap of his wife 
without sexually abusing her. This young cuckoo was destined to 
become the progenitor of a new race after the Flood. Lamech was 
to call the lad Noah. And he did. What does this delightful story have 
to do with the return of the gods? This episode shows that Enoch—
Lamech’s grandfather—already knew about the coming flood 
catastrophe. In other words, the Flood was no natural catastrophe, 
it was planned. And the Most High (the starship captain) who had 
had Enoch kidnapped told him this personally. Who arranged the 
artificial insemination of Lamech’s wife? The same space travelers 
who also instructed Enoch in several branches of science and 
carried him away from Earth in a fiery chariot. Enoch is another one 
who after a long absence is expected to return to earth.”35 

                                                 
35 Von Daniken, Twilight of the Gods, 161-62. 
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What does the Bible teach about Enoch?  Enoch lived 65 years 
and became the father of Methuselah (Gen 5:21). After 
Methuselah was born Enoch walked with God for 300 years (Gen 
5:22-23). Enoch was a prophet as he walked with God. Jude 14 
says, “Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about 
these men also saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten 
thousands of His saints to execute judgment on all, to convict all 
who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 
things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” Enoch 
prophesied about the second coming of Christ to the earth long 
before the first coming of Jesus into the world. He predicted that 
the Lord would come to earth with thousands of his saints to 
judge and punish the ungodly for their sinful words and deeds. 
The saints probably is a reference to holy ones or good angels. 

Enoch lived 365 years and then he was taken to heaven. 
People searched for Enoch, but he could not be found. Enoch did 
not experience death. He was caught up to heaven before he died. 
He was raptured. He is one of only two people in the OT not to 
experience death. The other man was Elijah. Elijah was caught up 
to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kgs 2:10). 

Hebrews 11:5-6 says, “By faith Enoch was taken away so that 
he did not see death and was not found, because God had taken 
him; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that he 
pleased God. But without faith it is impossible to please God, for 
he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” 
 

Were the Sons of God in Genesis 6 Ancient Aliens? 
 

Who were the Sons of God and the daughters of men in 
Genesis 6?  Here are the possible views. 
 

The Sons of Gods were Ancient Aliens  
who married women (Erich Von Daniken) 

 
Erich Von Daniken in his book Chariots of the Gods gives this 

view of the Sons of God in Genesis 6.  
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As yet undefinable ages ago an unknown spaceship discovered our 
planet. The crew of the spaceship soon found out that the earth had 
all the prerequisites for intelligent life to develop. Obviously the 
“man” of those times was no homo sapiens but something rather 
different. The spacemen artificially fertilized some female members 
of the species, put them into a deep sleep, so ancient legends say, 
and departed. Thousands of years later the space travelers returned 
and found scattered specimens of the genus homo sapiens. They 
repeated their breeding experiment several times until they finally 
produced a creature intelligent enough to have the rules of society 
imparted to it. The people of that age were still barbaric. Because 
there was a danger that they might retrogress and mate with 
animals again, the space travelers destroyed the unsuccessful 
specimens or took them with them to settle them on other 
continents. The first communities and the first skills came into 
being; rock faces and cave walls were painted, pottery was 
discovered, and the first attempts at architecture were made. These 
first men had tremendous respect for the space travelers. Because 
they came from somewhere absolutely unknown and then returned 
there again, they were “gods” to them. For some mysterious reason 
the “gods” were interested in passing on their intelligence. They 
took care of the creatures they bred they wanted to protect them 
from corruption and preserve them from evil. They wanted to 
ensure that their community developed constructively. They wiped 
out the freaks and saw to it that the remainder received the basic 
requirements for a society capable of development.36 
 

Were the Sons of God ancient aliens who married women and 
had giants?  Evangelicals would reject that interpretation. 
Evangelicals, though, give three legitimate views for the sons of 
God. 
 

The Sons of God were Descendants of Seth  
who Married Ungodly Cainite Women 

 
This view states that the sons of God were descendants of the 

godly Seth who sinned by intermarrying with the women of the 
ungodly line of Cain. There are several arguments for this  

                                                 
36 Von Daniken, Chariots of the Gods, 70. 
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view. First, the context focuses on the contrast between the godly 
line of Seth and the ungodly line of Cain in Genesis 4-5. Second, 
Moses referred to Israel as “my son,” so godly people can be 
called sons of God (Exod 4:22). God does not want his people to 
be unequally yoked with unbelievers. God desired his people to 
marry believers and not unbelievers. Abraham told his servant 
not to get a wife for Isaac from the daughters of the Canaanites 
(Gen 24:3-4). Isaac told Jacob not to marry a Canaanite woman 
(Gen 28:1). Third, Moses did not use the regular Hebrew word for 
angel (malak) in Genesis 6:1-2, a word he used 28 times in the 
Pentateuch. Fourth, the Nephilim were the offspring of the sons 
of God and daughters of men, and they are described as mighty 
men, men of renown (Gen 6:4). The word mighty men, the 
Hebrew word gibbor,  always refers to men and never to the 
offspring of angels and men (cf. Judg 6:12).  
 

The Sons of God were Ancient Kings 
 who Married a Harem of Wives 

 
This view states that the sons of God refer to despots who 

perpetuated the corrupt lifestyle of Lamech by establishing 
harems. Their sin was that of polygamy. There are several 
arguments for this view. First, this is an old view as it was 
espoused by the Aramaic Targums and the Greek translation of 
Symmachus which reads “the sons of the kings or lords.” Second, 
the Hebrew word for “God” in Genesis 6:1 (Elohim) is used in the 
OT to refer to judges or rulers (cf. Exodus 21:6). 
 

The Sons of God were Demons  
Who had Sexual Relations with Women 

 
This view states that the sons of God were demons (fallen 

angels) who invaded our planet and had sexual relations with 
women. The demons assumed human form, seduced women, and 
produced an offspring of giants. This perversion was a Satanically 
inspired attempt to corrupt the human race and thus ruin the 
Messianic line and prevent Messiah from coming. The serpent 
(Satan) knew of the promise of the Messiah which God  
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gave to Adam and Eve (Gen 3:15). He knew that the seed of the 
woman would defeat him. So in order to prevent that from 
happening Satan had some demons intermarry with women and 
he sought to corrupt the human race. The sin of the sons of God 
was gross sexual immorality. There are several arguments for the 
demon view.  

First, the words “sons of God” are used exclusively of angels 
in the OT (Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7). Job 1:6 says, “Now there was a day 
when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord 
and Satan also came among them.”  The angels appear here 
before God to give an account of their actions. Job 2:1 says, “Again 
there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord and Satan came also among them to present 
himself before the Lord.”  After Satan had taken away Job’s wealth 
and children, he appeared before God again. God permitted Satan 
to take away Job’s health but not his life. The Lord appeared to 
Job in a whirlwind and questioned Job about his creation. God 
asked Job where he was when he laid the foundations of the earth 
and “when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy” (Job 38:7). This verse indicates that the sons of 
God shouted for joy at the creation of the world. This means that 
God created angels before He created the earth (Gen 1:1). 

Second, the oldest written reference to this view is found in 
the book of Enoch. This book said that two hundred angels in 
heaven saw the beautiful women on earth, lusted after them, and 
took for themselves wives who then gave birth to giants. The 
Book of Enoch was not included in the Hebrew canon.  

 
The Book of Enoch has five divisions: 
1.The Book of the Watchers (chapters 1-36) 
2.The Book of the Similitudes (chapters 37-71) 
3.The Book of Astronomical Writings (chapters 72—82) 
4.The Book of Dream Visions (chapters 83-90) 
5.The Book of the Epistle of Enoch (chapters 91-107) 
 
The Book of the Watchers states, 
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And it came to pass when the children of men had multiplied that 
in those days were born unto them beautiful and comely daughters. 
And the angels, the children of the heaven, saw and lusted after 
them and said to one another, “Come, let us choose us wives from 
among the children of men and beget us children.” And Semjaza, 
who was their leader, said unto them, “I fear you will not and indeed 
agree to do this deed and I alone shall have to pay the penalty of  a 
great sin.” And they all answered him and said, “Let us all swear an 
oath and all bind ourselves by mutual imprecation not to abandon 
this plan but to do this thing.” Then sware they all together and 
bound themselves by mutual imprecations upon it. And these are 
the names of their leaders: Samlazaz, their leader, Araklba, Rameel, 
Kokablel, Tamlel, Ramlel, Danel, Ezeqeel, Baraqijal, Asael, Armaros, 
Batarel, Ananel, Zaqiel, Samsapeel, Satarel, Turel, Jomjael, Sariel. 
These are their chiefs of tens. 
And all the others together with them took unto themselves wives 
and each chose for himself one, and they began to go into them and 
to defile themselves with them and they taught them charms and 
enchantments and the cutting of roots, and made them acquainted 
with plants. And they became pregnant and they bare great giants, 
whose height was three thousand ells: Who consumed all the 
acquisitions of men. And when men could no longer sustain them, 
the giants turned against them and devoured mankind. And they 
began to sin against birds, and beasts and reptiles and fish and to 
devour one another’s flesh and drink the blood. Then the earth laid 
accusation against the lawless ones. 

 
Third, the Jewish historian Josephus believed that the sons of 

God were angels. He wrote in Antiquities 1:3:1 that “many angels 
accompanied with women and begat sons that proved unjust.”  

Fourth, Genesis shows that angels appeared as men when 
seen on the earth (Gen 19:1-5). Two angels went to Sodom, and 
Lot brought them into his home to protect them from the 
homosexual advances of the men of Sodom. The men of Sodom 
asked Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring 
them out to us that we may know them” (Gen 19:5). The men of 
Sodom thought that the angels were men. The angels 
demonstrated that they were not men when they struck the men 
of Sodom at Lot’s door with blindness (Gen 19:11).  
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Fifth, the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew 
OT) interprets sons of God as angels of God.  

Sixth, three NT passages possibly refer to Genesis 6 and 
identify the sons of God as fallen angels (1 Pet 3:18-20; 2 Pet 2:4; 
Jude 6). First Peter 3:18-20 says that Christ “preached to the 
spirits in prison, who disobeyed long ago when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.”  One 
view is that the spirits in prison refer to the fallen angels of 
Genesis 6 who disobeyed God long ago in the days of Noah. This 
view states that Jesus announced his victory over Satan to these 
demons either between his death and resurrection, or after his 
resurrection and before his ascension. He told these incarcerated 
demons in Tartarus that their attempt to corrupt human flesh 
and prevent his coming to redeem man had failed.  

Second Peter 2:4 says, “God did not spare the angels who 
sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved for judgment.”  This verse could not 
refer to the fall of Lucifer since Lucifer is not confined to hell, but 
has access to roam the earth (1 Pet 5:8) and access to come into 
the presence of God (Job 1). So this reference must refer to the 
demons of Genesis 6 who are now confined in the gloomy 
dungeons of hell (Tartarus).  

Jude 6 says,  
 
And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their 
own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness 
for the judgment of the great day as Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
cities around them in a similar manner to these, having given 
themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, 
are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

 
 Here we see that Jude identifies the sin of the angels with the 

sexual perversion of Sodom and Gomorrah. It is interesting that 
the Greek word for “their own home” is a word that refers to a 
spiritual body for which believers are longing (2 Cor 5:2).  

There are several problems with the demons only view. The 
Hebrew verb “take a wife” is a standing expression for marriage. 
In Matthew 22:30 Jesus said that angels do not marry. If angels  
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do not marry, then the sons of God could not be angels. If the 
demons did marry women in violation of God’s created order, 
then they would have violated the position God created them to 
have. Could the demons have had children (giants) by the women 
they married?  What would be the relationship between their 
offspring and Adam? Their children would be half demon and half 
human.  
 

The Sons of God were  Demon Possessed Kings 
who Married a Plurality of Wives (had Harems) 

 
This is a combination of some of the views. The sons of God 

were demon possessed kings from the line of Cain who married 
a plurality of wives. Some fallen angels left their habitations and 
possessed human rulers who were guilty of polygamy in 
establishing harems. There is some evidence for this view. First, 
we see Satanic influence behind ancient near eastern kings. In 
Ezekiel 28 there is a prophecy about the king of Tyre, and it is 
evident from reading this prophecy that Satan was influencing or 
possibly even possessing him. Ezekiel 28:11-15 is the section that 
relates to Satan. He was in Eden; he was an anointed cherub; he 
was on the mountain of God; he was created perfect. These 
descriptions do not fit the king of Tyre. So an argument can be 
made for Satan being the demon who influenced the king of Tyre. 
There was also a demon who influenced the prince of Persia. He 
is described as a demon who opposed a good angel who was sent 
to Daniel. In fact the demon was so powerful that he opposed the 
good angel for 21 days, and the archangel Michael had to come to 
his aid so he could take the answer to prayer to Daniel (Dan 
10:13). Pharaoh was viewed as a god in Egypt. In the Ancient 
Near East, kings were often described as gods (half man and half 
god). Possibly they had supernatural powers that caused people 
to worship them and serve them.  
 

Ross writes,  
 
Many have suggested that the sons of God were the godly line of 
Seth and the daughters of men were the Cainites. But this does not 
do justice to the terminology of the context. Others view the sons of 
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God as angels (as in Job 1:6) who cohabited with women on earth. 
This, however, conflicts with Matthew 22:30. The incident is one of 
hubris, the proud overstepping of bounds. Here it applies to the 
sons of God, a lusty, powerful lot striving for fame and fertility. They 
were probably powerful rulers who were controlled (indwelt) by 
fallen angels. It may be that fallen angels left their habitation and 
inhabited bodies of human despots and warriors, the mighty ones 
of the earth. It is known from Ezekiel 28:11-19 and Daniel 10:13 
that great kings of the earth have princes ruling behind them—their 
power is demonic. It is no surprise that in Ugaritic literature (as 
well as other nations’ literature), kings are described as divine, half 
divine, or demi-gods. Pagans revered these great leaders. Many 
mythological traditions describe them as being the offspring of the 
gods themselves37  

 
Were the “Giants on the Earth” the Descendants  

of Ancient Aliens? (Genesis 6:4) 

 
Genesis 6:4 says, “There were giants on the earth in those 

days and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were 
the mighty men who were of old, men of renown” (NKJV). The 
NIV says, “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days.”  Who 
were these giants or Nephilim? 

Zecharia Sitchin writes, “It was only after concluding that the 
biblical Nefilim were the Anunnaki of Mesopotamian lore that it 
dawned on me that Anakim was simply a Hebrew rendering of 
the Sumerian/Akkadian Anunnaki.”38  

Some Bible teachers believe that the Nephilim were people of 
great size and strength. The translation “giants” was influenced 
by the Septuagint’s word for them. The Hebrew word  is taken 
from a root meaning “to fall.” Many Bible teachers believe that 
these men had the ability to fall upon others and kill them 
because of their superior size and strength. Delitzsch  

                                                 
37 Allen Ross, “Genesis,” in Bible Knowledge Commentary, Vol 1, ed. 

John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck (Wheaton, IL: Victor, 1983, 1985), 36. 
 
38 Sitchin, There Were Giants On The Earth, 200. 
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believes that the Nephilim were the result of the union of fallen 
angels with women. Third, some believe that the Nephilim were 
“giants” in the sense of being great leaders like Napoleon or 
Washington. They were great men in power and influence. 
Genesis 6:4 says that they were heroes, men of renown. 

The Nephilim lived on the earth during the time before the 
flood and during the time after the flood. Notice that Moses wrote 
“and also afterward.” This does not mean that the flood was local 
and that the Nephilim survived the flood. Moses indicates in the 
book of Numbers that the twelve spies saw the Nephilim in the 
land of Canaan. Numbers 15:33 says, “There we saw the giants 
(the descendants of Anak came from the giants) and we were like 
grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”   

The Nephilim were a group of tall, proud, and strong people. 
Genesis 6:4 says that they were mighty men who were of old, men 
of renown. The word for mighty men describes heroes or military 
men. The same word is used in Genesis 10:8-11 to describe 
Nimrod. He was a mighty one on the earth. He built several cities, 
including Babel and Nineveh which were part of his empire. He 
was a powerful ruler. The phrase “men of renown” means that 
they were men of wealth and power. 
 

Did Ezekiel See a Flying Saucer with  Ancient Aliens? 

 
The prophet Ezekiel wrote about an amazing vision he 

experienced. He wrote, “Then I looked and behold a whirlwind 
was coming out of the north, a great cloud with raging fire 
engulfing itself, and brightness was all around it and radiating out 
of its midst like the color of amber, out of the midst of the fire” 
(Ezek 1:4). Did Ezekiel see the landing of a flying saucer with 
aliens in it? 

Erich von Daniken writes,  
 
Ezekiel gives precise details of the landing of this vehicle. He 
describes a craft that comes from the north, emitting rays and 
gleaming and raising a gigantic cloud of desert sand. Now the God 
of the Old Testament was supposed to be omnipotent. Then why 
does this almighty God have to come hurtling up from a particular 
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direction?  Cannot he be anywhere he wants without all this noise 
and fuss.39   

 
Ezekiel saw four living creatures in his vision (Ezek 1:6). 

These creatures are identified as cherubim in Ezekiel 10:1-3. 
They have special access to God and are bearers of God’s throne-
chariot. Gold images of cherubim were on the ark of the covenant 
(Exod 25:17-22; Num 7:89; 1 Chron 28:18). God was said to be 
enthroned between the cherubim of the ark of the covenant. 
Ezekiel saw the cherubim carrying the throne chariot of God. 

The cherubim looked like men, but they had four faces and 
four wings (Ezek 1:10-11). The four faces on each cherub were 
face of a man, face of a lion, face of an ox, and face of an eagle. 
These represent the highest forms of life in God’s created realm. 
Man is mentioned first as he is the pinnacle of God’s creation. The 
lion is the king of beasts. The ox is the strongest of domestic 
animals. The eagle is the greatest of the birds. Their feet were like 
those of a calf. They had human-like hands.  

Ezekiel saw what he described as a wheel beside each of the 
living creatures (Ezek 1:15). Did Ezekiel see a flying saucer or 
UFO?  No. He saw wheels within wheels by each of the cherubim. 
The wheels could roll in four directions. The rims of the wheels 
were full of eyes all around. Ezekiel described how the wheels 
and cherubim were related (Ezek 1:19-21). The wings of the 
cherubim joined together (Ezek 1:22-24). The sound the object 
made when it was moved was like the sound of rushing waters 
and an army going to battle. 

Ezekiel saw a likeness of a throne over the heads of the 
cherubim (Ezek 1:26; cf. 10:1-3). The throne had the appearance 
of a sapphire stone. Ezekiel saw what looked like a man seated on 
the throne (Ezek 1:26). The man looked like glowing metal and 
fire (Ezek 1:27). A rainbow encircled the throne (Ezek 1:28; cf. 
Rev 4:3). This was a theophany and not an alien! Ezekiel had a 
vision of the glory of God.  

The splendor of God’s glory was so bright that Ezekiel could 
only see his form before he was forced to look down (Ezek 1:28). 
The glory of the Lord is referred to 16 times in Ezekiel’s writing 
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(1:28; 3:12, 23; 8:4; 9:3; 10:4, 18-19; 11:22-23; 39:21; 43:2 
[twice], 4-5; 44:4). By using the terms appearance and likeness, 
Ezekiel pointed out that he had not seen God directly because 
that would have been instant death (Exod 33:18-23; John 1:18). 
Ezekiel responded in humble worship and submission as he fell 
face down in awe of God’s majesty. 

 

THE PUZZLE OF ANCIENT MAN:  
BIBLICAL EVIDENCE FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY  

IN PAST CIVILIZATIONS 
 

Pre-Flood Civilization: The Progress of Civilization  
in the Line of Cain (Genesis 4:20-22) 

 
After Cain murdered his brother Abel, he went to the land of 

Nod on the east of Eden. Cain married his wife and they had a son 
which he named Enoch. Cain built a city and called the name of 
the city after his son Enoch (Gen 4:16-17). Here is the first city 
mentioned in the Bible. In defiance of God who told him that he 
would wander, Cain decided to settle down and build a city. The 
descendants of Cain are listed as Enoch, Irad, Mehujael, 
Methushael, Lamech. Lamech married two women, Adah and 
Zillah, and became the first polygamist. Lamech had three sons: 
Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-Cain. His sons were instrumental in the 
advance of civilization. 

Jabal was the father of those who live in tents and raise 
livestock (Gen 4:20). He was the first real “cowboy.” He felt at 
home on the range. Before Jabal, men had been tied down to one 
spot. Jabal would take his house with him and go where the grass 
was green and where the water was cool. The phrase “father of” 
means that he taught his sons his trade. They followed in their 
father’s footsteps of learning how to make tents and raise cattle. 

Jubal was the brother of Jabal. Jubal was the father of those 
who play musical instruments (Gen 4:21). He invented the harp 
(a stringed instrument) and the flute (a wind instrument). Jubal 
plucked a string and liked the sound. He built the first “guitar.”   
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A harp or lyre was a ten-stringed instrument. Jubal took a 
reed and blew into it. It made a sound. He discovered that when 
holes are made in the reed that different sounds could be made. 
He invented the shepherd’s pipe or flute. Jubal was the founder 
of the fine arts.  

Tubal-Cain was the son of Zillah. He was the first to forge 
tools out of bronze and iron (Gen 4:22). The word forge means to 
hammer or sharpen. He learned to make tools for farming. He 
probably also made the first weapons of bronze and iron.  
 

Post-Flood Civilization: The Tower of Babel and the Spread of 
Babylonian Religion and Culture (Genesis 11) 

 
The descendants of Noah were united as they all spoke one 

language (Gen 11:1). The people journeyed to the land of Shinar 
(Mesopotamia). They showed ingenuity in building a city named 
Babylon and the tower of Babel (Gen 11:3-4). The people 
resolved to make bricks out of the materials available to them. 
Here we see the ingenuity of the people fanned by the flame of 
ambition and pride. They used brick instead of stone and tar for 
mortar. Nimrod was the dictator of these people (Gen 10:8-10).  

Enuma Elish is the Babylonian account of the building of 
Babylon. There are some similarities of this account with Genesis 
11.  

 
When Marduk (the god of the Babylonians) heard this, brightly 
glowed his features like the days, like that of lofty Babylon, whose 
building you have requested. Let its brickwork be fashioned. You 
shall name it the Sanctuary. The Anunnaki applied the implement. 
For one year they molded bricks. When the second year arrived, 
they raised high the head of Esagila equaling Apsu (heaven). Having 
built a stage tower (the tower of Babel?) as high as Apsu, they set 
up in it an abode for Marduk, Enlil and Ea. In their presence he 
adorned it with grandeur. (Enuma Elish, Tablet VI, lines 55-64) 

 
Matthews writes,  
 
Mesopotamian religion claimed that their cities were of divine 
parentage. A symbol of this obsession with divinity among the  
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Mesopotamians was the ziggurat (Akkadian ziqquratu) that was 
erected as early as the third millennium B.C. The ziggurat was a step 
ladder edifice, made up of mud bricks, whose bottom was square or 
rectangular. The precise meaning of the structure is unknown, 
though it is widely agreed that it formed a stairway between the 
gods and earth (Gen 28:2). At the foot of the ziggurat as well as the 
pinnacle was a temple area serving as a habitation for the gods. 
Ziggurats may have been considered an earthly imitation of the 
heavenly residences of the gods.40  
 

Kidner writes,  
 
The primeval history reaches its fruitless climax as man, conscious 
of new abilities, prepares to glorify and fortify himself by collective 
effort. The elements of the story are timeless and characteristic of 
the spirit of the world. The project is typically grandiose: men 
describe it excitedly to one another as if it were the ultimate 
achievement—very much as modern man glories in his space 
projects. At the same time they betray their insecurity as they 
crowd together to preserve their identity and control their own 
fortunes.41   

 
The sovereign Lord came down to see the huge tower that the 

men were building. The statement made by God after he 
evaluated the Tower of Babel and before he judged the people has 
always fascinated me: “Indeed the people are one and they all 
have one language, and this is what they begin to do, now nothing 
that they propose to do will be withheld from them” (Gen 11:6). 
What does this statement mean?  It does not mean that God was 
threatened by sinful man’s great architectural construction. Is the 
God of the Bible opposed to the advancement of society?  No. But 
He is opposed to collective apostasy. The people were in rebellion 
against God. God had told Noah and his sons to be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth (Gen 9:1), but the descendants of Noah 

                                                 
40 Kenneth Mathews, The New American Commentary: Genesis 1-

11:26 (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1996), 470-71. 
 
41 Derek Kidner, Genesis, Tyndale Old Testament Commentary 

(Downers Grove, IL: 1967), 109. 
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rebelled and decided to work together to build a city (Babylon) 
and a tower to heaven (tower of Babel).  

As a result God decided to judge the rebellious people. The 
Lord confused the languages of the people at Babel. The word 
Babel to the Babylonians meant “gate of god.”  But to the Hebrews 
the word Babel meant confusion. The tower of Babel incident led 
to the spreading out of people groups.  

 
The Table of Nations 

 
The Table of Nations in Genesis 10 raises some puzzling 

questions. Extensive and accurate knowledge of widely 
separated groups of people around the world was acquired in 
order to make this table. How was this knowledge acquired? 

 
Rene Noorbergen offers this explanation: 
 
It is very apparent from the generation list of the sons of Noah that 
the post-Flood peoples spread rapidly across the surface of the 
earth…. It also becomes obvious that in order for the Genesis 10 
genealogy list to have been composed, there must have been an 
advanced degree of communication among all these people. 
Someone living during the colonizing of these distant lands had the 
ability to correspond with all the descendants over a relatively long 
period of time…; otherwise the composition of such a detailed 
listing as the Table of Nations would have been impossible. This 
communication between remote regions presupposes an early 
knowledge of geography. In fact, there is ample evidence that no 
long after the Deluge, the descendants of Noah carried out an 
extensive survey of the entire globe, mapping and charting every 
continent.42  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
42 Rene Noorbergen, Secrets of the Lost Races (Collegedale, TN: 

Norcom P, 1992), 94. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 

UFOs and Close Encounters in America’s Past 

 
Strange encounters and sightings of mysterious objects in the 

sky have occurred through history. The log from Christopher 
Columbus’s first voyage to America contains a report of strange 
lights in the sky. America’s founding fathers even claimed to have 
had some unexplained encounters. Benjamin Franklin wrote in 
Poor Richard’s Almanac in 1728 of his belief in “beings on other 
planets.” On April 5, 1800, in Baton Rouge someone observed a 
light that was 200 yards off the ground that crashed but did not 
make a crater. Thomas Jefferson approved this report on this 
phenomenon, and it was presented to the American 
Philosophical Society. Ancient alien theorists point out that the 
founding fathers of America were Free Masons who studied 
ancient civilizations of the past and sought to acquire their lost 
knowledge. Nine of the 56 signers of the Declaration of 
Independence were Free Masons. Thirteen of the 39 signers of 
the Constitution were Free Masons. The Free Masons were 
inspired by the ancient wisdom of Egypt. In 1791 George 
Washington laid the cornerstone for the city of Washington, DC, 
with Masonic rituals. The George Washington monument in 
Washington, DC, is shaped like an Egyptian obelisk and 
supposedly points to Pleiades. The all seeing eye in the Pyramid 
is on the back of every one dollar bill in America.43  

Ancient alien theorists argue that we have experienced 
twentieth century contact with aliens. In 1942, the Battle of Los 
Angeles involved the U.S. military and Air Defense allegedly 
fighting a UFO. WWII Air Force planes were buzzed by balls of 
light that some think could have been extraterrestrials. On 1947 
a flying saucer allegedly crashed in Roswell, New Mexico. In July 
19, 1952, there was tension between Russia and America. Seven 
strange objects were viewed on radar, and Americans were 

                                                 
43 Ancient Aliens episode “Aliens and the Founding Fathers” shown 

on the History Channel on 5 October 2011. 
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concerned about a Russian attack. Fighter jets were scrambled, 
but all seven UFOs disappeared. What were the lights that 
penetrated the airspace of America? No one knew. Many believed 
that they were aliens from outer space.44 
 

SETI = The Search For Extra Terrestrial Intelligence 

 
Many in NASA are involved in searching outer space for 

evidence of extraterrestrial life. Around the world SETI (Search 
for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) researchers have scanned the 
universe for signals from aliens and have not found any.  

Carl Sagan was one of the leading proponents of SETI. He 
wrote in the book The Cosmic Connection:  

 
At this very moment the messages from another civilization may be 
wafting across space, driven by unimaginably advanced devices, 
there for us to detect them—if we only knew how….Or perhaps the 
message are already there, present in some everyday experience 
that we have not made the right mental effort to recognize. The 
power of such an advanced civilization is very great. Their 
messages may lie in quite familiar circumstances…. The message 
from the stars may be here already. But where?45 

 

Ancient Aliens or Demonic Deception? 

 
Is there intelligent life in outer space?  Do extraterrestrials 

exist?  Did ancient aliens visit planet earth, create man, teach 
early man technology, and influence them to worship them in 
ancient religions?  The program Ancient Aliens answers yes to 
these questions.  

I personally do not believe in the existence of aliens. But I do 
believe in the existence of God and angels. I believe that the Bible 
teaches that God created life and man on planet earth just over  

                                                 
44 Ancient Aliens episode “The Return” shown on the History 

Channel on 25 May 2010. 
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6000 years ago. The Bible does not mention any visits by ancient 
aliens. The Bible indicates that early man was smarter than 
evolutionists give them credit for. The inventions by Cain’s 
descendants before the flood and the building of the ark by Noah 
and his three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth) show that early man 
had technological skills. The building of the tower of Babel 
involved technical skills. When God confounded the languages of 
the peoples, some followers of Mizraim went to Egypt and built 
the great pyramids of Giza. Scientists and engineers today still 
have not figured out how the ancient Egyptians did it.  

I do believe that ancient man was visited by demons in the 
past. I believe that the sons of God of Genesis 6 were demonic 
rulers who took wives and had children by them. There were 
giants on the earth before and after the flood (Goliath). Some of 
these physically tall and strong people were possibly able to 
move the stones and build structures that von Daniken and other 
ancient alien theorists believe that only aliens could have done.  

Ancient peoples turned from the worship of the one true God 
to the worship of idols (Romans 1). Demons may have physically 
manifested themselves to these ancient peoples and this would 
have led to false religions practiced around the world. It is 
interesting that the priests of these false religions spoke of bird 
men flying in the sky. We know that angels (and demons) have 
wings and can fly. Paul wrote “that the things which the Gentiles 
sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not 
want you to have fellowship with demons” (1 Cor 10:20). Paul 
warned Timothy about “doctrines of demons” (1 Tim 4:1) and 
“falsely called knowledge” (1 Tim 6:20). We know from the book 
of Revelation that there is coming a final conflict between Satan 
and his demons and Michael and his good angels during the last 
half of the tribulation period (read about it in Revelation 12). 
Ancient alien theorists like Erich von Daniken say that we should 
believe the Mayans and look for the return of the extraterrestrials 
on December 23, 2012. Jesus said that his followers should not 
set dates for his return. But we know from the Bible that Jesus 
Christ will return first for his church at the Rapture (1 Thess 4:13- 
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18; 1 Cor 15:51-58) and then with his church at the second 
coming of Christ to earth to establish his kingdom (2 Thess 1; Rev 
19). Now those are two events that we can look forward to. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


